
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

 Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

 Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.  

Worship in the Lutheran Church: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 

Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 



Epiphany 

January 7 & 8, 2017 

 

Promises in Action: Savior of the Nations 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn From All that Dwell Below the Skies 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 250 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 

 

C: See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

 

M: But the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 

 

C: Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 

M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

 

C: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  

                                                           
 
 Epiphany: The feast of Epiphany (coming from the Greek word for “to manifest” or “to reveal”) is 

one of the oldest Christian feasts. It originally commemorated four different events, each representing a 

revelation of God to man: 1) the Nativity, where the angels bore witness to the newborn Christ-child;  

2) the visit of the Magi, where Jesus was revealed to the Gentiles; 3) the baptism of Jesus, where God the 

Father declared Jesus to be his Son; and 4) the first miracle at the wedding in Cana, where Jesus’ divinity 

was revealed to his followers. In the Western Christian Church today, the festival of Epiphany primarily 

focuses on the Magi’s visit. In the Eastern Orthodox Church, the primary focus is on the baptism of 

Jesus. As with other festival Sundays throughout the church year, the color for Epiphany is white.  
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M: Our sinful nature delights in committing the deeds of darkness. Therefore let us approach God 

with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is 

no darkness at all. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress. 

 

C: He brought them out of darkness and the deepest gloom and broke away their chains. 

 

Congregational Song of Praise Hail, O Source of Every Blessing 

  Christian Worship 87 

 

C: Hail, O Source of ev’ry blessing, Father of our human race! 

 Gentiles now your grace possessing, in your courts obtain a place. 

 Grateful now, we fall before you, in your Church rejoice to live, 

 See your glory and adore you, thankful for the grace you give. 

 

 Once far off but now invited, we approach your sacred throne, 

 In your covenant united, reconciled, redeemed, made one. 

 Now revealed to eastern sages, see the star of mercy shine, 

 Myst’ry hid in former ages, myst’ry great of love divine. 

 

 Hail, O all inviting Savior! Gentiles now their off’rings bring, 

 In your temples seek your favor, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and King. 

 May we, body, soul, and spirit, live devoted to your praise, 

 Glorious realms of bliss inherit, grateful anthems ever raise.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray.  

Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one and only Son. 

Guide us also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly 

glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 60:1-6 

The LORD tells Israel that nations will come to her light. 

 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

 and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 

See, darkness covers the earth  

 and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

 but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 

Nations will come to your light,  

 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look about you:  

 All assemble and come to you; 

 your sons come from afar,  

 and your daughters are carried on the arm. 

Then you will look and be radiant,  

 your heart will throb and swell with joy; 

 the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,  

 to you the riches of the nations will come. 

Herds of camels will cover your land,  

 young camels of Midian and Ephah. 

And all from Sheba will come,  

 bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.”  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 72 

The Son will be a universal, everlasting King. 

 

  

 

 Endow the King with your justice, O God, 

  the royal Son with your righteousness. 

 

 He will defend the afflicted among the people 

  and save the children of the needy. 

 

 He will endure as long as the sun, 

  as long as the moon, through all generations. 

 

 He will be like rain falling on a mown field, 

  like showers watering the earth.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 All kings will bow down to him, 

  and all nations will serve him. 

 

 All nations will be blessed through him, 

  and they will call him blessed.  
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 Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds. 

  May the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.   

 

 Refrain 

 

Second Lesson Ephesians 3:2-12 

All nations share in the promises of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that 

is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then, 

you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to 

men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 

This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of 

one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his 

power. Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this 

mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was that now, 

through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in 

the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.  

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. Alleluia. 
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Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

The wise men recognized Jesus as the Savior of the nations. 

 

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 

in the east and have come to worship him.” 

 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be 

born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

  for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ ” 
 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find 

him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense 

and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 

 

 

Be seated  
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Hymn of the Day How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 

Christian Worship 79 

 

Sermon Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

See the Light 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Epiphany 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, you came bringing light and life and hope to a world that lies in spiritual 

darkness and in the shadow of eternal death. 

 

C: As the wise men worshiped you, so we bow our hearts in praise to you, our Savior and 

our King.  
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M: O holy Redeemer, you came once long ago to dwell for a time among men. Now come and 

graciously find a dwelling place in our hearts. 

 

C: Forgive our sins, and fill us with the joy and the peace that comes through the sure hope 

of everlasting life. 

 

M: Like the wise men, may we present you with the precious fruits of faith: our hearts filled with 

love for you, our wills bound in holy obedience to your Word, and our minds eager to grasp 

the truths of salvation. 

 

C: Make our lips ready to declare these priceless truths to others. 

 

M: Shine the brightness of your Word on those still living in darkness, that they may be brought 

into your marvelous light. 

 

C: Use us to spread the message of the One who is the Light of the world.  

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Savior of the nations, Light of the Gentiles and Glory of Israel, lead us at last out of this evil 

world of darkness to heaven. 

 

C: Bring us to your side, where we will glory with saints and angels in your light that will 

never end. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Installation of St. John’s Officers for 2017 (10:30 AM) 

 

Hymn  Prepare the Royal Highway (see pg. 12) 

  Christian Worship Supplement 702  
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Please stand 

 

M: O Jesus Christ, Light from light, long ago you came into our dark world to deliver us from 

eternal death. We give you thanks for coming to us today through your Word. By this means of 

grace, give us the strength of heart and mind to proclaim your light to those still living in 

darkness, that they might also be brought into your marvelous light; for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn As with Gladness Men of Old 

Christian Worship 83 

 

Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Your Gifts, God’s Blessings  

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Dan Schmal, organ (Sunday) 

 

Head Ushers Rick Yahn (Saturday)  

 Tom Wessel (8:00 AM)  

 Doug Knuth (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Peter & Sharon Trettin and Barbara Weihing & Sharon Vander Veen (8:00 AM) 

 John & Julie Rader and Sally Parker & Paula Rauth (10:30 AM) 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Henry Walters in home hospice care and Mike Cox and Sue Rader at The Lutheran Home. 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Hail, O Source of Every Blessing” Text public domain. 

“Psalm 72” Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune Dale Wood © 1978 Augsburg  

 Publishing House. For local use only. Reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  

“Prepare the Royal Highway” Text © 1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Tune public domain. 

“Psalm 45” Tune Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  
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Parents’ Preview for January 15 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain, 

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service. 

 

Psalm 45 Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 

 

M 1 Thessalonians 5:5-15……………………………….. John 8:12-20 

T Ephesians 5:8-14……………………………………… Acts 11:1-18 

W 1 John 2:7-11………………………………………….. John 9:1-12 

TH 1 John 1:5-10………………………………………….. John 9:24-39 

F John 3:16-21………………………………………….. Matthew 5:13-16 

S 1 John 2:12-17………………………………………… Revelation 21:9-12, 21-27 
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2017 St. John’s Board Members 

 
Brian Treichel, Exec Board Troy Schulz, Education Derek Campbell, Outreach 

Dennis Maurer, Exec Board* Brian Lampe, Discipleship Brett Taylor, Outreach 

Jeff Quint, Exec Board Michael Skocir, Discipleship Dan Ebeling, Outreach 

Brent Siegmund, Exec Board* Mark Gaub, Discipleship Dan Schmal, Properties 

Mark Naumann, Elders* Andrew DeLonge, Discipleship Mark Meissner, Stewardship 

Adam Sipe, Elders Zachary Wood, Discipleship* Adam Goede, Stewardship 

Mark Maurice, Elders* Brian Graf, Outreach Mark Rhyner, Stewardship* 

Dan Pollesch, Elders Jim Schneiker, Outreach* Matt Totsky, Finance* 

Kevin Festerling, Education Benjamin Haferman, Outreach* Dan Meiers, Finance 

Dan Westfahl, Education (* denotes newly elected Board Members)  

  

 

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to these outgoing board members for their years of service: 

Bill Dittman, Exec Board Jeff Scheibe, Elders Brent Siegmund, Stewardship 

Larry Totsky, Exec Board Mike Swenson, Discipleship Jes Mariscal, Stewardship 

Kerry Kuehn, Elders Shem Biebert, Outreach Brian Roser, Finance 

Jon Johnson, Elders Tony Balistreri, Outreach  

 


